
 

 

Members Conference Paris 

AGENDA 

19-20 September 2019 

The high-performing global legal function in 2020 

What’s your roadmap? 
Global Counsel Leaders Circle members meet in Paris with invited corporate legal and 

compliance peers in the region, to address these member-selected topics:  

• The 2020 In-house legal leader: GCs & exec recruiters debate what’s in demand 
 

• Global regulatory horizon scan: what’s new that you should know?  

• People, Process, Technology:  In-house leaders spotlight their key projects aimed 

at agile and efficient service delivery in the 2020+ enterprise 

• New approaches to professional development: Better ways to teach, train, 

motivate and retain your people:  Case examples from members 

In dynamic roundtable discussions, often beginning with short expert presentations, Leaders 

Circle participants exchange practical experiences and candid insights.  Participants welcome  

the in-depth, interactive exchange with their peer leaders in-house. 
 

 

 

Thursday, 19 Sept 2019    

 

16:00 Arrival and registration –   We will meet at the offices of Norton Rose 

Fulbright, 40 Rue de Courcelles, 75008 Paris. 

16:30 Welcome and Introductions – Christian Dargham, Partner, Norton Rose 
Fulbright and Leigh Dance, Executive Director, Global Counsel Leaders Circle 

16:45 - 

18:30 
The sought-after Global Legal/Compliance Leader: General Counsel 

and top recruiters discuss attributes in highest demand  
 

A distinguished panel will share their views on experience and competencies 

that Chairman, CEOs, Boards and executive recruiters seek in global legal 

leaders. General Counsel will discuss how they learned and demonstrate those 

skills.  Executive recruiters will comment on the mix of attributes most sought 

after in the corporate legal leader, and how competencies are evaluated.  

…and how GCs identify and develop new competencies needed 
The group will exchange ideas on how to evaluate our own competencies and 

define opportunities to develop and demonstrate our skills.    
 

Discussion leaders:  Tanja Albers, EMEA In-house Practice Leader, MLA Global; 
Jerome Hamon, Executive Search & Leadership Consultant, Egon Zehnder;  
Bruce Campbell, General Counsel, GE Grid Solutions – Renewable Energy;  Catherine 
Stavrakis, VP, Legal Compliance and Legal Risk Management, Capgemini. 
Moderator:  Leigh Dance 

1830 Drinks Reception at meeting venue 

19:45 GC Leaders Circle Members Dinner – by invitation 
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Friday, 20 Sept 2019  
 

8:30 Arrival and registration – light breakfast  
Norton Rose Fulbright, 40 Rue de Courcelles, 75008 Paris, France. 

8:45am Members Exchange 
A popular Leaders Circle tradition. We introduce new members and hear from existing 

members about their objectives, priorities, and recent challenges. Have your questions 

and ideas ready to bounce off your peers. Moderator: Leigh Dance 

10:00 In-house skills for 2020 – New approaches to professional 
development: Better ways to teach, train, motivate and retain your 
people - Case examples 

Global corporate legal functions find that learning and training is a top motivator of 

their people.  Add to that the demands for new skills in legal professionals in the 

digital economy and the dispersed locations of many global in-house teams.  To 

respond, many new approaches to learning and professional development are in 

progress. Find out how other corporate legal/compliance functions are approaching 

this requirement. 

Discussion Leaders:  Adam Smith, Chief Legal Officer, OVH; Leigh Dance, ELD 
International; Marta Giner Asins, Partner, Norton Rose Fulbright (NRF) . 

11:00 Break 

11:30 People, Process, Technology:  Leaders spotlight their change 
projects for agile, efficient service delivery in next decade 
Legal departments are re-thinking how they deliver legal services, source and allocate 
in-house legal professionals. Two in-house legal leaders share their innovative 
approaches and examples of moving towards a digital legal department, and lead the 
discussion on challenges and opportunities.   
Discussion leaders:  Ebba Waltre, Legal Director, North & Central Europe, DXC 
Technology; Donatella Fiala, Legal Director, Technology & Commercial Services, 
Swiss Re. 

12:45 Lunch – Member exchange, continued 

13:45 Global regulatory horizon scan: what’s new that you should know?  
Briefings and insights on regulatory priorities and how to respond are the focus of this 

session on significant new regulation and enforcement trends that are affecting your 

organizations.  We expect to cover the growing focus on climate-change related 

practices, global trade and sanctions, and Brexit ‘what next.’ Time allowing, we’ll 

discuss the latest hot regulatory issue our members are seeing.   
Panelists: Francesco Giobbe, Group General Counsel, MBDA; Jean-Pascal Bus, 
Partner, NRF; and Marta Giner Asins, Partner, NRF. 
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Friday, 20 Sept 2019  continued 

15:15 Closing Comments, Evaluations, Arrivederci! 

15:30 Arrivederci! 

 
About Global Counsel Leaders Circle 
The Global Counsel Leaders Circle is an exclusive group of high-level corporate counsel in 

international roles. There are currently members from 3 continents and 14 countries. Since 

2010, the Leaders Circle has offered substantive exchange among talented in-house counsel 

leaders worldwide on issues of importance in their international roles. Conferences take place 

annually on two continents and members have frequent exchange through webinars, a help 

hotline, benchmarking support, online briefing and research.  Qualifying members pay an 

annual fee.  

 

If you are interested to join or would like more info, contact Executive Director, Leigh Dance: 

eldance@GlobalCounselLeaders.com. 

 

 

About our host:   
Norton Rose Fulbright provides the world’s preeminent corporations and financial 
institutions with a full business law service. They have more than 4,000 lawyers and other 
legal staff based in Europe, the United States, Canada, Latin America, Asia, Australia, the 
Middle East and Africa.   
 
Key industry sectors include: financial institutions; energy; infrastructure, mining and 
commodities; transport; technology and innovation; and life sciences and healthcare. 
Through their global risk advisory group, they leverage their industry experience with their 
knowledge of legal, regulatory, compliance and governance issues to provide their clients 
with practical solutions to the legal and regulatory risks facing their businesses.   
 
 
 
 

Address your event questions to:  events@GlobalCounselLeaders.com 
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